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The City of Bowling Green draws
surface water from the Maumee River
during periods when the river supply is of
high water quality. The water is then stored

i n t he Cityos 170
ground reservoir to be used at times when
the river water quality is less than

desirable. The reservoir storage provides a
means to supply consistently high quality
water to the consumer .
operators work around the clock, 7 days a
week to assure the quality of your drinking
water meets or exceeds all Federal and
State requirements. Your drinking water
goes through a continuously monitored, 10

-step multi -barrier treatment process, that
takes several hours to complete
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Together, the City of Bowling Green
and the Northwestern Water and Sewer
District has prepared the following report
to provide information to you, the con-
sumer, on the quality of our drinking wa-
ter. Included in this report is general
health information, water quality test re-
sults, how to participate in decisions con-
cerning your drinking water, and water
system contacts. The District will notify
you immediately if there is any reason for
concern about the water.

The

Source Water Assessment

The City of Bowling Green public water
system uses surface water drawn from an in-
take on the Maumee River. For the purposes
of source water assessments, in Ohio, all sur-
face waters are considered to be susceptible
to contamination. By their nature, surface
waters are readily accessible and can be con-
taminated by chemicals and pathogens which
may rapidly arrive at the public drinking wa-
ter intake with little warning or no time to pre-
par e. The City of Bowl
water source protection area contains poten-
tial contaminant sources such as runoff from
agriculture, industrial storm water, gas sta-
tions, home construction, feed lots, wastewa-
ter treatment discharges, airports, cemeteries,
auto repair shops, landfills, above ground
storage tanks, railroads, roadways, and oil
and gas wells.

The City of Bowli
ter system treats the water to meet drinking
water quality standards, but no single treat-
ment technique can address all potential con-
taminants. The potential for quality impacts
can be further decreased by implementing
measures to protect the Maumee River. More
detailed information is provided in the City of
Bowling Greends Drinki
sessment report, which can be obtained by
calling (419) 878 -6986.
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\ Water Treatment Plant

Improvements

Two improvements have been made at
the Bowling Green Water Treatment Plant. A

mi- | | i o rsecond raw water intake and pumping station

has been completed and is operational. This
structure allows the city to be more selective in

the quality of water they pump from the river

into the reservaoir.

The plant is also adding a building to
house a membrane treatment system. This
treatment uses microfiltration to remove tur-
bidity followed by low pressure reverse osmosis
to remove over 85% of the total organic carbon
present in the water. This total organic carbon
reduction will reduce the THM and HAA con-
centrations in the finished water to meet the

Stage 2 Disinfection/Disinfection By -Products
Rule.
Lead in Drinking Water
o |If present, el evated

serious health problems, especially for preg-
nant women and young children. Lead in
drinking water is primarily from materials and
components associated with service lines and
home plumbing. The City of Bowling Green is
responsible for providing high quality drinking
water, but cannot control the variety of materi-
als used in plumbing components. When your
water has been sitting for several hours, you
can minimize the potential for lead exposure by
flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes
before using water for drinking or cooking. If
you are concerned about lead in your water,
you may wish to have your water tested. Infor-
mation on lead in drinking water, testing meth-
ods, and steps you can take to minimize expo-
sure is available from the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/
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Drinking water, including bottled
water, may reasonably be expected to
contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does nhot necessarily
indicate that the water poses a health
risk. More information about
contaminants and potential health effects
can be obtained by calling the
Environment al Protect
Drinking Water Hotline at 1  -800-426-
4791.

G rTBee $blrée of! Arinking iwater and
bottled water includes rivers, lakes,
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and
wells. As water travels over the surface of
land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally -occurring minerals, and in some
cases, radioactive materials, and can
pick up substances from the presence of
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Contaminants that may
source water include:

A). Microbial contamin ants, such as
viruses and bacteria, which may come
from sewage treatment plants, septic sys-
tems, agricultural livestock operations

Waand wildlifeSour c e As -

B). Inorganic contaminants , such as
salts and metals, which can be naturally -
occurring or result from urban storm wa-
ter runoff, industrial or domestic waste-
water discharges, oil and gas production,
mining, or farming.

C). Pesticides and herbicides, which may
come from a variety of sources such as
agriculture, urban storm water runoff and
residential uses.

D). Organic chemicals contaminants ,
cluding synthetic and volatile organic
chemicals, which are byproducts of in-
dustrial processes and petroleum produc-
tion, and can also come from gas stations,
urban storm water runoff, and septic sys-
tems.

be present in
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E). Radioactive contaminants , which
can be naturally -occurring or be the re-
sult of oil and gas production and min-
ing activities

In order to ensure that tap water is safe
to drink, EPA prescribes regulations
which limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by pub-
lic water systems. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration regulations establish limits
for contaminants in bottled water which
must provide the same protection for
public health. It's important to
remember that the presence of certain
contaminants does not necessarily
indicate that the water poses a health
risk.

Nitrates in drinking water at
levels above 10 ppm is a health risk for
infants of less than six months of age.
High nitrate levels in drinking water can
cause blue baby syndrome. Nitrate levels
may rise quickly for short periods of time
because of rainfall or agricultural
activity. If you are caring for an infant
you should ask advice from your health
care provider.
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Although there is no detectable
lead in our drinking water as it leaves
the treatment plant, by the time it
reaches your tap, lead levels may in-
crease. Infants and young children are
typically more vulnerable to lead in
drinking water than the general
population. It is possible that lead levels
at your home may be higher than at
other homes in the community as a
result of materi al s
plumbing. If you are concerned about
|l ead l evel s in your
may wish to have your water tested, and
flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2
minutes before using tap water.
Additional information is available from

the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1 -

800 -426 -4791 ).
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